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§17.716

will announce funding through a No-
tice of Funding Availability (NOFA)
process as described in §17.708 of this
part. VA will not award per diem pay-
ments when doing so would decrease
funding to those entities already re-
ceiving such payments. For both grant
recipients and non-grant recipients,
eligibility will be determined by the
criteria described in §17.716 of this
part, and applications will be ranked
according to scores achieved on the
portions of the application described in
§17.716(b)(4) of this part. Applicants
must score a minimum of 500 points on
these portions to be eligible for per
diem. Those applications that meet the
eligibility criteria will be conditionally
selected for per diem assistance. Funds
will be allocated to the highest-ranked,
conditionally selected applicants in de-
scending order until funds are ex-
pended. Payments will be contingent
upon meeting the requirements of a
site inspection conducted by VA pursu-
ant to §17.721 of this part.

(d) Continued receipt of per diem assist-
ance. (1) Continued receipt of per diem
assistance for both grant recipients
and nongrant recipients will be contin-
gent upon maintaining the program for
which per diem is provided so that it
would score at least the required min-
imum 500 points as described in
§17.716(b)(4) of this part on the applica-
tion. VA will ensure compliance by
conducting inspections as described in
§17.721 of this part.

(2) Where the recipient fails to com-
ply with paragraph (d)(1) of this sec-
tion, VA will issue a notice of the De-
partment’s intent to discontinue per
diem payments. The recipient will then
have 30 days to submit documentation
demonstrating why payments should
not be terminated. After review of any
such documentation, VA will issue a
final decision on termination of per
diem payment.

(3) Continued payment is subject to
availability of funds. When necessary
due to funding limitations, VA will, in
proportion to the decrease in funding
available, decrease the per diem pay-
ment for each authorized veteran.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 7721, note)
[62 FR 6125, Feb. 11, 1997]
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§17.716 Eligibility to receive per diem
payments.

An entity must be formally recog-
nized by VA as eligible to receive per
diem payments under this section be-
fore per diem payments can be made
for the care of homeless veterans, ex-
cept that per diem payments may be
made on behalf of a veteran up to three
days prior to this recognition.

(a) A grant recipient will be eligible
if it receives the minimum score as de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(4) of this sec-
tion.

(b) A nongrant recipient will be eligi-
ble if it is an entity eligible to receive
a grant, which for the purposes of this
section means:

(1) At least 75 percent of persons who
are receiving supportive services or
supportive housing from the entity are
veterans who may be included in com-
putation of the amount of aid payable
from VA,

(2) The supportive services or sup-
portive housing program for which per
diem payments is requested was estab-
lished after November 10, 1992;

(3) The entity is a public or nonprofit
private entity; and

(4) The entity score at least 500 cu-
mulative points on the following sec-
tions of the Grant/Per Diem applica-
tion: Quality (1); Targeting (2); Ability
(3); Description of Need (4); and Coordi-
nation with Other Programs (8). These
sections correspond to the selection
criteria of §17.711(c) of this part.

(c) For grant recipients, only those
programs that provide supportive serv-
ices or supportive housing (or the por-
tions thereof) created with grant funds
will be considered for per diem assist-
ance. For nongrant recipients, only
those portions of the supportive serv-
ices or supportive housing described in
the application will be considered for
per diem assistance.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 7721, note)
[62 FR 6125, Feb. 11, 1997]
8§17.717 Request for recognition of eli-
gibility.
(a) Requests for recognition of eligi-

bility may be addressed to the VA
Homeless Providers Grant and Per
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Department of Veterans Affairs

Diem Programs, Mental Health Stra-
tegic Healthcare Group (116E), U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, 810
Vermont Avenue NW., Washington, DC
20420.

(b) For nongrant recipients, the re-
ceipt of application for per diem will
constitute the request for recognition
of eligibility. Grant recipients seeking
per diem assistance will indicate this
request on the application. Grant re-
cipients are not required to complete a
separate application for per diem as-
sistance. VA will review those portions
of the grant application that pertain to
per diem. Those entities already re-
ceiving a grant must submit a request
for recognition to initiate the scoring
of their application for per diem pay-
ments.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 7721, note)
[62 FR 6125, Feb. 11, 1997]

§17.718 Approval of annexes and new
facilities.

Separate applications for recognition
must be filed for any annex, branch,
enlargement, expansion, or relocation
of the site of service provision of an el-
igible entity’s facility which is not on
the same or contiguous grounds on
which the parent facility is located.
When an eligible entity establishes
sites which have not been inspected
and approved by VA, a request for sepa-
rate approval of such sites must be
made. The prohibitions in §17.720 of
this part are also applicable to applica-
tions for aid on behalf of any veterans
cared for in a new annex, branch or en-
larged, expanded or relocated facility.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 7721, note)
[62 FR 6125, Feb. 11, 1997]

§17.719 Amount of aid payable.

The per diem amount payable for
supportive housing is the current VA
State Home Program per diem rate for
domiciliary care as set forth in 38
U.S.C. 1741. The per diem amount pay-
able for supportive services, not pro-
vided in conjunction with supportive
housing, is $1.10 for each half-hour dur-
ing which supportive services are pro-
vided, up to $17.60 per day. These rates
will be paid provided, however, the per
diem amount for supportive housing or
supportive services (not provided in

§17.721

conjunction with supportive housing)
does not exceed one-half of the cost to
the per diem recipient of providing the
services. Also, provided further, per
diem payment of supportive housing
and supportive services may be less-
ened because of budget restriction as
described in §17.715(d)(3) of this part.
Per diem payments may not be paid for
a veteran for both supportive housing
and supportive services (not in con-
junction with supportive housing).

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 7721, note)
[62 FR 6126, Feb. 11, 1997]

§17.720 Approval of eligibility.

(a) Eligibility determinations. A grant
recipient (or entity eligible for such a
grant as described in §17.716 of this
part) will receive per diem payments or
in-kind assistance from VA only for
the care of veterans whose separate eli-
gibility has been determined by VA,
and only where VA has referred the
veteran under §17.715(a)(1) or has au-
thorized the provision of supportive
housing or supportive services under
§17.715(a)(2) of this part. A veteran does
not have to be eligible for VA medical
care in order for the Department to
make per diem payments for that vet-
eran.

(1) VA shall determine the eligibility
of each veteran referred to a grant re-
cipient (or entity eligible for such a
grant as described in §17.716 of this
part) prior to making such referral.

(2) To obtain such determination for
veterans not referred by VA, the grant
recipient (or entity eligible for such a
grant as described in §17.716 of this
part) will complete a VA application
for medical benefits for each veteran
and submit it to the VA medical care
facility office of jurisdiction for deter-
mination of eligibility.

(b) Retroactive payments. Per diem
payments may be paid retroactively for
services provided not more than three
days before VA approval is given where
VA authorized the provision of services
pursuant to §17.715(a)(2).

[59 FR 28265, June 1, 1994, as amended at 62
FR 6126, Feb. 11, 1997]
§17.721 Inspections.

The Secretary may inspect any facil-
ity of an entity eligible for per diem
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